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…we really care and 

make learning fun. 

Friday 15th May 2020 
Dear Parents,  

School Opening 
This letter is aimed at giving you further details with regard to our working practices in order to do our best for 
pupils and staff.  As we work with children, we are not able to cover every eventuality, but we have set out our 
plans so far.  Please note: 
- If staffing levels can’t be maintained then we are likely to have to close some provision. 
- This letter is not designed to be discussed with children.  As we get closer, and if your child is coming to 

school, we will send out a letter specific to them. 
- Government guidance is still emerging and as a result practices may change.  If the government expects all 

year groups back in school (with social distancing) we would not be able to open to all year groups or 
would have to adopt a rota basis.  

- The government is encouraging children, who are eligible, to attend school.  Shropshire Council will not 
issue any fines for families who wish to continue home school learning until September. 

- We are requesting attendance information for the first week (and then on a weekly basis) to help our 
plans (previous letter).  If you choose not to come the first week, but then choose to come subsequent 
weeks that is fine.  Giving us notice, rather than just turning up, is crucial. 

The Trust are developing Covid 19 Risk Assessments which are unique to each setting.  When these are 
finished, we are happy to share them with those who request. Further government information can be found 
at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-
and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 

 
We understand this is a lot of information, but we hope this will begin to answer any of your questions.  We are 
trying to do our best and prepare as best we can for if we do open. 
Kind regards to you all, 

 
Katie Jones 
Headteacher 

 

Arrival and 
Collection 
 

• Children should not come to school if they have a new, persistent cough or a temperature 
(37.8C or greater).  We would ask that this is considered each morning. 

• A strict, one way system will be used for drop off and collection.  Parents to enter through 
the bottom pedestrian gate (opposite Nursery) and leave by the top, carpark gate.  Please 
leave gates open to avoid touching (staff will manage the closing of them).  Only one parent 
should bring their child/children to school at a time. 

•  Parents and children from different households are expected to keep a 2 metre distance 
from each other and not linger. 

• As children arrive at the class entrances (Severn class door; Main Reception door for Rea; 
Teme door and Nursery door) there will be chalk crosses on the floor to queue (if necessary) 
in order to enter one at a time.  

• Corve class keyworker children, who will be based in the hall (TBC), need to enter and leave 
down the slip road from the Parish car park.  A staff member will be there to support. 

• Wrap around children, who will be based in the hall, need to enter and leave down the slip 
road from the Parish car park.  A staff member will be there to support. 

• Parents are asked not to come into school. However, one parent at a time can come into 
reception to liaise with the office at a social distance if required.  If possible, parents are 
encouraged to phone or email the office. 

• If parents need to talk to staff, please phone out of school hours as we will need to be ‘fully 
hands on’ to manage school opening. 

• If your child becomes upset and doesn’t want to come in, we can support with words and 
gestures.  We suggest no-one forces and we adopt the ‘we are here for you when you are 
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ready’ approach. 

• The transport system is not running, but if you want this to resume, this let us know and we 
will begin discussions. 

• The school day will have staggered starts/ ends to relieve congestion 

 Arrival Departure 

Pre-school year in Nursery + any keyworker children 9:05 – 9.15am 2:50 – 3pm 

Reception 8.55 – 9.05am 2:40 – 2.50pm 

Year 1 + any keyworker children 8.45 – 8.55 
am 

3 – 3.10 pm 

Year 6 + any keyworker children 8:45 am  3.10 – 3.15 pm 

Corve class keyworker children 8.45am 3.15pm 

Families with more than one pupil in school may arrive in one pupil’s time slot for 
convenience although we ask Nursery to not arrive till at least 9.05 (if this means siblings are 
late to other classes that is fine). 

Social 
Distancing 
and  
Hygiene 

We cannot guarantee social distancing, especially for younger pupils, but the following 
measures will be in place: 
- Hand washing on arrival and regularly through day (e.g. after breaks, before and after 

eating, after sneezing/coughing). 
- Hand sanitisers in each class. 
- Children encouraged to use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and use bins for tissue 

waste (we aim for these to be available individually in Y1 - Y6). 
- Children reminded to refrain from touching their face. 
- Children will be encouraged/reminded/guided to socially distance where possible 
- Children touching resources/sharing resources will be avoided in Y1- Y6 (they will have 

their own set of resources in their workspace) and minimised in Reception and Nursery.  
Please note we cannot guarantee for any age. 

- Equipment in Nursery and Reception will be organised per group.  Once used, it will be 
left for 72 hours before being used again or will be washed at the end of the day if it 
needs to be used again. 

- Masks are not recommended.  Masks can encourage children to touch their faces more 
and may not be effective over a long period. They can be worn by pupils and staff, if they 
wish, but only if they are able to put them on and off by themselves. Staff will not be able 
to adjust face masks during the day as this negates the purpose.  

- Visors will be made available for staff as they may require use for intimate care/ first aid/ 
close contact with pupils etc. 

- There will be no reason for children from different classes to be walking up and down the 
corridor and the government has advised us that ‘brief, transitory, contract such as 
passing in a corridor is low risk’. 

- Water fountains will be closed and children should only drink from their own, labelled 
water bottle. 

- Soft furnishings e.g. teddies, cushions etc will have been removed as much as possible. 
- All school doors will be propped open to reduce touching of handles.     

- Toilet doors, of course, won’t be propped open.  This will be managed by regular use of 

hand sanitizers,  handwashing and cleaning toilets at least twice a day. 

- Only one person allowed in the toilet area at once. 

- Rooms should be kept well ventilated.  If weather allows, we will have windows open as 

much as possible. 

- Disinfecting of surfaces will happen at least daily, after any sneezing and after eating.  

Particular attention will be given to tables/chairs/handles/switches/toilets etc. 

- The government is advising that uniform/clothes should be machine washed at the end 

of each day. 

Classes/ 
Groups 
 

- Nursery: Maximum of 10 children (in the first instance) from keyworker children and the 
pre-school year.  Please note we are advised not to mix cohorts and so will begin by 
limiting it in this way.  Children will be grouped in 5’s with their own set of resources and 
space to play/learn.   

- Reception: We will cater for the full cohort (16) if all choose to attend.  They will be 
taught in groups of 8 with their own set of resources and space to learn and play.   

- Year 1 and Keyworker children from Rea Class: Maximum of 15 children in Rea class and 
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…we really care and 

make learning fun. 

the garden room.  Children will have their own work stations and equipment.   
- Keyworker children from Y3/4: if there is demand in this area, we will need to consider 

where to place.  We may use the hall or an area of Corve class sectioned off. TBC. 
- Year 6 children and keyworker children from Y5: Children will have their own work 

stations/equipment and will be spread over Severn class and Corve class.  They will be 
assigned the main toilets. 

- Wrap Around: The wrap around service will run (probably in the hall) from 8am – 
8.45/9am and 3.15pm - 4.30pm dependent on demand. A choice of cereal will be offered 
for breakfast and the after school snack will be yogurt or fruit.  We will open to a 
maximum of 10 children, in the first instance, and priority will be given to keyworker 
children. 

- Children in Rea and Severn/Corve will be provided with their own set of resources such 

as: pencil case equipment; exercise books; basic learning equipment; latop; set of 

playtime equipment (see below).  Apart from a reading book in younger years, no 

equipment will go home. 

- Seating in Rea/Severn/Corve will aim to be at 2 metres restrictions where space will allow. 

- Children will keep everything at the desk including their lunchbox, coat etc. 

- Staffing of groups will be the same as before Covid-19 (Mrs Williams won’t be in on 

Fridays).  In addition to this, we will have a French teacher, from Lacon, visiting on 

Tuesday mornings (she is only working on our site).  We will communicate other changes. 

Outside 
space 

Classes are assigned their own outside space for any outside learning and playtimes.  If lessons 

are conducted outside (which is encouraged) children will be advised to keep social distancing 

appropriate to the year group. 

- Severn: top playground 

- Rea: Middle playground 

- Reception and Nursery: will be allotted the bottom playground or the rear play space. TBC 

The limited field space may be used for an outside lunch rotation. 

Toilets - Those in Severn class will use the main toilets. 
- Those in Rea will use the hall toilets (TBC). 
- Those in Reception will use the disabled toilet and the Nursery staff toilet. 
- Those in Nursery will use the Nursery toilets. 
- Keyworker children from Corve will use the hall toilets (TBC). 
- Staff have their own toilets. 
- Pupils and staff will use toilet block facilities one at a time. 

What to 
bring to 
school. 
What to 
wear. 

- Please bring as little as possible: reading book (for Y2 and younger; Y3 and up are 
encouraged to have a school reading book that is different to the home one and remains 
in school); lunch; water bottle; suncream/sunhat if weather requires; coat. If they want to 
bring their own hand sanitiser to leave on their school desk (not to go home) that would 
be great. 

- Children will not need PE kits.  Physical exercise will be done in their uniform.  Children 
are asked to wear trainers to school. 

- Children are asked to wear as close to the school uniform as possible.  Due to the time of 
the year and financial circumstances, we are not expecting parents to buy new clothing if 
children have grown out of clothes.  Plain white/pale blue t-shirts; plain grey/black skirts, 
trousers (even leggings/joggers); plain grey, black, blue jumper will suffice.  If they have 
current uniform, they should wear it.  Please stick to other guidance e.g. jewellery, tied 
up hair etc. 

Reading 
books 

- Y2 and younger are asked to bring their reading book to and from school.  
- Y3 and up are requested to have a school reading book that is different to the home one.  
- If reading books need changing, there will be a box in the class for children to drop them 
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into (these won’t be touched for 72 hours).  Teachers will give new reading material to 
those who have put books in the box each day. 

The school 
day and 
learning 
 

- Staff will adapt their timetables to adopt a different style of learning.  Sessions are likely 
to be shorter with more short outside breaks in their allotted space.  

- Lunchtime is likely to be reduced as playing in a socially distanced way for a long time 
could be uncomfortable….we will monitor and decide. 

-  We will aim for children to be happy in the new school environment and enjoy their 
learning.  Establishing this will take time but children are often very adaptable, especially 
if we all do it with a smile. 

- Staff will be aiming to continue covering curriculum maps and developing children’s age 
appropriate skills but it will be balanced with fun. 

- Physical exercise is important but we won’t be doing normal PE lessons with 
groups/teams/partners.  The daily mile, fitness drills (Joe Wicks style) will be the style 
adopted. 

- Learning in the class will be adapted to include more self marking and verbal sharing.  
Staff will not mark learning books at present. Early years observations, using digital 
resources, will continue as normal. 

- Staff will aim to continue the home learning for Nursery, Y2, Y3, Y4, Y5 and signpost to 
things for all year groups as much as possible.  However, they will not be able to sustain 
what they have been doing and teaching.  They will also have increased cleaning 
responsibilities to support hygiene. 

- We will not be gathering for assemblies.  Assemblies will happen in classes as appropriate. 

Lunchtimes 
and 
Breaktimes 

- As well as classes having their own outdoor space for breaks/lunches, sessions will also be 
staggered in order to give staff a break. 

- Children will be provided with a selection of their own individual, labelled items: pens and 
note books; skipping rope; ankle skips; hoop; tennis ball; stilts; bean bag.  They will be 
encouraged to play with these  in their own space – chatting to friends over a distance.  
We imagine that Y6 will be able to sustain this but we have to accept younger children 
may not and Nursery are unlikely to.  We will remind and encourage without causing 
stress.  We are also looking into social distance games to teach them. 

- Where possible, children will have their lunch out in the fresh air (at social distances). 
- If lunch outside is not possible, we will either use classrooms or rotate use of the hall with 

cleaning in between each group. 
- Hands will be washed after playtimes and before and after lunch.  

- There will be no hot dinners. Basic packed lunches can be ordered from school or children 

may bring their own packed lunch. R, Y1, Y2 are entitled to this free of charge; other year 

groups will be charged at £2.30 . If you are financially eligible for Free School Meals, you 

may choose the school pack lunch but Edenred vouchers will cease.  If you choose not to 

use the school packed lunch, we understand that the Edenred vouchers will continue.  

The basic packed lunch will be a sandwich, snack, water and fruit. Packed lunches must be 

pre-ordered and details of how to do that will be sent to parents who have indicated they 

would like this. 

If pupils or 
staff show 
symptoms 

- If pupil or staff show symptoms (new, persistent dry cough and/or temperature) they, and 
their family should self-isolate at home (following government guidance: 7 days and 14 
days for household). 

- If a temperature is recorded in school, an electronic temperature reader is used.  This will 
be cleaned after use. 

- Areas where they were working will be cleaned before used by others. 
- Staff or pupils who show signs should get swab tests to confirm Covid-19 or not.  This will 

then guide continuing self isolation or not. 
- If someone is confirmed with Covid-19, we will follow government/PHE advice.  This is 

likely to mean the whole class/whole school is advised to self isolate for 14 days. 
- We will have PPE (masks, visors, aprons, gloves) to deal with anyone who is ill.  We have a 

separate space to deal with this. 
- Other first aid will be dealt with within each class.  Where appropriate, children  will have 

it themselves and self administer with staff monitoring.  Please make sure your child’s 
medication in school is up to date. 

 


