
 

The Stotty School News 20.12.2024 

 

Stottesdon CofE Primary School 

Part of The Shropshire Gateway Educational Trust 

 Tel:  01746 718617          

Email: admin@stottesdon-school.co.uk    

If viewing on a phone and you can't see all the text just swipe up on the writing.  

Diary dates for the week ahead 
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Christmas Celebrations 

Wow what wonderful celebrations they were!  Fantastic to see such confident, happy 

children.  Well done and thank you to everyone (children, teachers and parents) that have 

helped bring this together.  Enjoy a sample of pictures below:  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

Termly Reports 

 We have now moved to termly reports (the Autumn term ones have gone out today).  We 

feel that telling you how your child has done on the curriculum each term (which we send out 

at the beginning of the term) is much more helpful to you and easier for us as we deliver the 

units/chunks of learning.  Please continue to enjoy books and reading over the Christmas 

break and if you have any queries from the reports we will be really pleased to catch up with 

you on our return in 2025. 



Late arrivals and Attendance 

 

Unfortunately we have noticed a big increase in the number of children frequently arriving 

late into school. 

It may only be a matter of minutes but, it has been proven to have a negative impact on 

learning. 

We do realise that circumstances can happen outside your control but, we would be grateful 

if you would start the New Year with doing your utmost to ensure children arrive at 8.40am 

when the school opens, ready for registration at 8.45am and our first lesson at 8.50am. 

Reports have attendance and lateness figures and the graphic below is useful to give a 

prospective.  



 

Arbor Tax Free Top Ups 

 

Please may we remind parents that if you wish to book Wrap Around Care sessions etc using 

your Tax Free Childcare Accounts for the first week of the Spring Term, you will need to 

request the payment as soon as possible to allow the Finance Team to get it credited to the 

Arbor system. 

The Finance Team are not in over the Christmas holidays to credit the Arbor accounts. 



Developing Interoception 

 

Following on from staff training as part of our PINS project (Partnerships for Inclusion of 

Neurodiversity in Schools) we have started doing exercises that help children learn to 

identify internal changes in their own body linked to emotion, temperature, toileting, 

feelings of hunger/thirst/sickness necessary for self-regulation. This 'reading of our internal 

signs' is crucial for everyone.  Take a look at the exercises below.  We are doing 4 a week  - 

can your children tell you about them?  Have a go at them at home and develop a language 

to talk about 'body sensing'.  A link to the activities is here (scroll down): :  Interoception 

Activities twice a day (just 30 seconds of doing and talking) 

 

https://studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/educators/topics/interoception-self-regulation/get-ready-to-learn/
https://studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/educators/topics/interoception-self-regulation/get-ready-to-learn/


Celebrating Reading 

 



 

Reading 

Reading with children is one of the most powerful gift parents can give.  The development 

of language, creativity and cultural understanding from reading, discussing and sharing is 

HUGE so if you are giving this gift thank you for helping to keep this powerful, essential 

activity 'alive'.  Reading is also very powerful as it reduces stress (for the child and the 

adult!). 

Teme: 70% 

Rea: 87% 



Corve: 83% 

Severn:  93% 

Our Worship / Reflections this week: 

Monday: Children considered Christmas traditions around the world from Mexico to Japan 

to Iceland - did you know they carve radishes into nativity scenes in Mexico?!   We reflected 

on how Christmas is a happy occasion for Christians and non-Christians alike.  We reflected 

that, across the world,  people may have different beliefs and traditions and that is great. 

 

Tuesday: We continued to enjoy books and poetry about Christmas with 'I Love You More 

Than Christmas' which helped us reflect on how it is the people we do all the wonderful 

Christmas activities with that is the most important part of the season.  It is sharing love and 

kindness with each other that is the best gift. 



 

Wednesday: We shared the story of How The Grinch Stole Christmas and the importance of 

spreading love, joy and happiness 

 

We finished our assemblies with four themes of Christmas - sending messages, going on 

journeys, visitors, receiving gifts -  and considered how these link back to the themes of the 

Christmas story and God's gift of his son.  Happy Christmas everyone. 



Online Safety Blog by Severn Class 

 

Severn Class have been learning about blogs and continue to build on their understanding of 

online safety. There is some great  information and advice  - just click here. 

Smartphones 

 

Recently aired on Channel 4 'Swiped  -  the school that banned smartphones' is an interesting, 

and thought provoking watch. 

https://www.purplemash.com/blog?sharedLinkMode=1#/app/blog/67475cb8c65532541b37b383/


Spring Term After School Clubs 

 

The following clubs are now available on Arbor for the first half of the Spring Term: 

After School SATs Club - Monday - Yr 6's 

After School Craft club - Monday - R / Yr1 & Yr 2 

Lunchtime Choir - Tuesday - Yrs 1/2/3/4/5/6 

After School Tag Rugby - Tuesday - Yrs 3/4/5/6 

After School Cooking - Wednesday - Yrs 3/4/5/6 

After School SATs Club - Thursday - Yr 6's 

Lunchtime Computing - Friday - Yrs 1 & 2 

The clubs will start week commencing 13th January 2025 and will run weekly for 4 or 5 

weeks (please check dates on Arbor) 

Winter HAF (Holiday & Food) Programme 2024 

 



Bookings for the Winter / Christmas HAF programme are now open. 

Please see attached booklet for more information regarding available activities and booking 

information. 

There are still spaces available on the Winter Shropshire HAF programme, at several 

holiday clubs. 

Children and young people aged 4 to 16, who are eligible for benefits-related free school 

meals and those who meet the wider HAF eligibility criteria, can access free places at holiday 

clubs and activities. 

Children and young people will have the chance to socialise with friends, take part in fun and 

engaging activities, be enjoy delicious food 

Watch the Winter promo film to find out more: https://youtu.be/r9xWtH1H8jo 

SGN Christmas Holiday Club 

 

SGN Christmas Holiday Club will be available on the following date: 

Monday 6th January - 8am to 5.30pm - Baking cakes 

Sessions are available to book via Arbor. 

As advised earlier this week, unfortunately we have had to withdraw the sessions in 

December, due to lack of bookings. 

https://youtu.be/r9xWtH1H8jo


EYFS (Nursery and Reception) News 

Nursery News 20.12.2024 

 

1 - [1] https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/  

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Reception News 20.12.2024 

 

2 - [1] https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/  

Postponed - Reception Class Vision Screening 

 

We have had a call from the school Orthoptist to say they will not be visiting on Thursday 

18th December to carry out routine eye test on the children who are in Reception Class. 

They will be in touch in the New Year to arrange another date - we will update you when we 

receive this date. 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


If you agree to your child being screened you do not need to take any action. 

If you wish to 'opt out' please complete the attached form and return it to the school office 

as soon as possible please. 

Shropshire SEND 

 

Please take a look at Shropshire's SEND Newsletter (Issue 31 - November 2024) which is co-

produced by Shropshire Council, Shropshire Integrated Care Board and PACC.  The newsletter 

aims to provide easy access to key information for SEND families, as well as an opportunity 

for parent carers to hear from each other about their experiences.   

Shropshire SEND Local Offer. 

The Shropshire SEND Local Offer is a single place for information, services, and resources for 

children and young people aged 0-25 with special educational needs and / or disabilities, 

their families, and the practitioners who support them. It's been designed with a family ’s 

needs at the heart of the process.   

Parenting Signposts  

Understanding Your Child Groups - Spring 2025 

https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/news/send-newsletter-to-support-parentscarers-and-their-families-issue-31-november-2024/
http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer


 

Sleep Tight Work Shops - Spring 2025 

 

Parenting Help & Support Line  



 

Shropshire Family Information Service  

 

What is Shropshire Family Information Service: 

The Shropshire Family Information Service (FIS) is a brilliant universal service.  The FIS brings 

together loads of useful, local information for families, to help take the stress out of things 

like finding: 

• Childcare or baby and toddler groups 

• Holiday clubs, events and things to do as a family 

• Parenting, relationships, and emotional health and wellbeing support 

• Cost of Living info and advice 



FIS use our social media channels to bring families news, events and handy information, 

which links through to our Family Information Directory. Families are welcome to contact us 

directly for help with anything to do with family life.  We have created a brand new short 

video to explain who we are and what we do. You can view it here on YouTube 

https://youtu.be/7t1jBqJJTl8?si=LeOiNag8_LeSPzX0  

What we would love you to do: 

1. Follow us on social media. We use social media as a key tool for reaching parents and 

professionals, so give us a follow and we will follow you back.         

Family Info Service Facebook 

Family Info Service Instagram 

Family Info Service Twitter 

  

2.   Subscribe to our newsletter https://orlo.uk/5RvZN 

Solihull Approach - Understanding Your Child 

Please watch the video in the link below - it explains brilliantly how good the parenting 

courses are: 

lotdef s02 O6b Full ugc2b (youtube.com) 

 

http://search3.openobjects.com/kb5/shropshire/fid/home.page
https://youtu.be/7t1jBqJJTl8?si=LeOiNag8_LeSPzX0
https://www.facebook.com/ShropshireFamilyInfo/
https://www.instagram.com/shropshirefamilyinfo/
https://twitter.com/ShropFamilyInfo
https://orlo.uk/5RvZN?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR13RcJB3gRHTk2aRnTml735jpxjv_mEFNB_m656T2SgPouzIyKTAyZOX9g_aem_Jz2RBMVV2M6wxhKh02obtA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gs9Qut0iRww


Bridgnorth Community Information Drop In Sessions 

 

Highley Community Drop In Sessions 

 



OneplusOne 

 

Introducing the Separating better app, a free self-guided mobile app for separating parents, 

designed to facilitate a smoother separation journey and promote positive co-parenting. 

This app is filled with expert advice, video resources, practical parenting, and budgeting 

plans, as well as co-parenting tips. It offers an easy-to-follow journey where you can track 

your progress and unlock app sections as you go.  

Find out more and download the mobile app, now: 

https://www.oneplusone.org.uk/separating-

better?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sbaffiliate 

  

For face to face support, go to Getting on better | Shropshire Council and select Free 

Courses and Workshops. 

https://www.oneplusone.org.uk/separating-better?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sbaffiliate
https://www.oneplusone.org.uk/separating-better?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sbaffiliate
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/getting-on-better/


 

 



 

Health Visiting Information 

Every family with children under 5 has access to a health visitor. 

Families can access advice and support up until the age of 5 years old by calling The Single 

Point of Access on 0333 358 3654. 

If parents don't want to talk to someone, they can send a text and one of the team will get 

back to them on 07520 635212 

This is a Monday to Friday service 09:30am until 4pm where a Health Visitor is on the line to 

offer the appropriate advice and support and referrals can be made to the appropriate 

practitioner. 

If parents need extra support or support for potty training, behaviour, sleep, eating we have 

two Healthy Child practitioner who they can be referred to who will come out to their home 

or to a clinic to support the family with these issues. 

This referral can be completed through the single point of access and sent to the appropriate 

team. 

If it is specialised targeted work the family will be seen by a Health visitor for example low 

mood or complex development issues, safeguarding or specialised referrals. 

All children are seen universally at one years and at two years and they are offered a full 

health growth and development review via a letter with an appointment. 



These are now completed at Cleobury Mortimer Health Centre, Ludlow or Bridgnorth 

depending on where they live. 

Thank you for all your support this term.  We wish you all a very 

merry Christmas and we'll see you in 2025..... 
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