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Policy Statement:  History 
  

Introduction  
This policy sets out our School’s aims and strategies for the successful delivery of history. 
This policy should be read in conjunction with other relevant school policies such as the 
Curriculum, Finance, Teaching & Learning, SEND and Assessment policies. This policy is based 
on government recommended/statutory programmes of study.  
 

Aims 
Our school commits itself to creating a broad and interesting curriculum to support the 
development of the whole child.  History gives us an understanding of where we have come 
from, which enables us to learn from the past and to model the future.  Furthermore, it gives 
us a view of other cultures and their development through time.  History is a valuable 
resource through which children can develop, and put into practice, skills learnt in other 
curriculum areas. 
 

Our aims: 

• To Provide an exciting, rich, relevant and challenging history curriculum for all pupils. 
• To develop children’s sense of identity through learning about the development of Britain, 

Europe and the World, together with an understanding of their cultural roots and shared 
inheritances. 

• To introduce children to what is involved in understanding and interpreting the past. 

• Develop a chronological framework for children’s knowledge of significant events and 
people. 

• To develop understanding as to why people have acted in the way they have and why past 
events have taken place and how this has impacted on our lives.  

• To help children understand and interpret evidence, to detect bias and to assess relevance 
and reliability. 

• To develop an understanding of right and the ability to handle moral dilemmas in a 
responsible way. 

• To develop respect for and tolerance of other people and cultures. 

• To learn through an enquiry based approach. 
 

Curriculum  

• To use the School Curriculum Maps as a programme to develop the knowledge, skills and 
understanding of the Curriculum 2014 framework. 

• To approach each unit of work through enquiry and key questions to be discussed and 
explored.  Appendix 1  and 2 gives examples of the knowledge and enquiry approach to 
history. 

• Progression is ensured throughout the school by encouraging children to: ask and answer 
more complex questions, understand more abstract concepts, use a greater depth and range 
of historical knowledge to back up judgements, present knowledge and opinions in a variety 
of ways. Use a range of technical vocabulary specific to the subject.  

• Assessment and evaluation will be undertaken on a number of levels.  Learning objectives for 
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each session (linked to the programmes of study) show how children can demonstrate their 
knowledge, skills and understanding.  Teachers evaluate each lesson taught and adapt future 
lessons accordingly.  (See Planning Guidelines.)  Reports twice yearly (in January and at the 
end of the year) and termly parent consultations report attainment and achievement in line 
with programmes of study. 

• Where possible, teachers will plan to integrate other subjects through an integrated History 
theme/topic – see curriculum maps. 

• Through differentiation our school gives all pupils equal opportunity of access within this 
subject.  (See Equal Opportunities Policy and SEN Policy) 

• Children will work, share and gain confidence together in an atmosphere of enjoyment and 
understanding. 

• Teachers will aim to ensure that there are strong curriculum links between english and maths 
and history and that the children apply their literacy and maths skills to their work in history.  

• To capture pupils motivation and interest through: 
o Stories from the past 
o Focussing on real people and what they did or happened to them 
o Focussing on artefacts – with where possible the opportunity for children to handle 

artefacts.  
o Regular use of visual historical sources e.g. pictures, videos, tv programmes, apps.  
o  Undertaking fieldwork by interviewing family and older friends about changes in 

their own and other people’s lives 
o Using drama and dance to act out historical events 
o A wide range of practical activities, including trips and fieldwork 
o Doing a topic in depth – not scratching the surface of lots of aspects 
o Linking history with the locality and the childs own lives if applicable 
o Making good use of information technology 

 
Please refer to the curriculum maps and skills progression sheets for details covering the points of 
study of the National Curriculum (2014). 
 

Teaching and learning 
A variety of teaching strategies may be adopted including whole class, group, paired or individual 
learning. (See Teaching and Learning Policy.) 
 

Early Years 
We teach history as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. We relate the history 
aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs), which 
underpin the curriculum planning for children aged two to five. History makes a significant 
contribution to the ELG of developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world through a 
wide range of child initiated and adult led activities.  

 
Assessment and reporting  

Assessment in the subject follows the Whole School Policy for Assessment. Summative pupil 
attainment is assessed using our progression grids, which is attached to this policy.  This tracking of 
attainment is also used to inform future planning. 
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We use assessment for learning (AFL) during each session so as to understand where pupils are with 
their learning and therefore informing the next steps to be taught. Throughout the session, informal 
assessments are made in accordance with the learning objective and success criteria which have 
been identified as key areas of learning.  

Reports are sent home, mid term and at end of the school year (twice yearly) alongside parent 
consultations in the Autumn and Spring terms to report attainment, progress and attitude to learning 
to parents. 

Resources  
A range of resources are available which successfully supports delivering the history curriculum and 
enables all learners to reach their full potential.  
Resources are suitably maintained and replenished when needed, which is overseen by the history 
Leader. The history leader stays up to date with new resources available to support the teaching of 
high quality history.  
 

Inclusion 
Geography is taught in line with our Equality Scheme. 

 
Monitoring, evaluation and feedback  
Monitoring standards of teaching and learning within history is the primary responsibility of the 
history Leader and the whole teaching team.  
 

Details of monitoring and evaluation schedules can be found in the School Development Plan.  
Monitoring will be achieved through:  

• Work scrutiny.  

• Learning walks/’Deep Dives’.  

• Observations.  

• Pupil voice.  

• Teacher voice.  

• Reflective teacher feedback.  

• Learning environment monitoring.  
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