
Severn Class 

Victorians  
Visit:Blists Hill  

Cycle Year: 1 

Term: Autumn 

Personal, Social, Health and 

Emotional Development (including Relationships and Sex Education) 
Pupils will have the opportunity to explore: 

Being In My World 
• Planning the forthcoming year 

• Being a citizen 

• Rights and responsibilities 

• Rewards and consequences 

• How behaviour affects groups 

• Democracy, having a voice, 

• Participating 

Celebrating Differences 

• Cultural differences and how they can 

cause conflict 

• Racism 

• Rumours and name-calling 

• Types of bullying 

• Material wealth and happiness 

• Enjoying and respecting other cultures 

Police will visit weekly to explore Crucial Crew and how services help us. 
 

Religious Education: 
Creation and science: conflicting or complementary? 

Identify what type of text some Christians say Genesis 1 is, and its purpose • Taking account of the 

context, suggest what Genesis 1 might mean, and compare their ideas with ways in which Christians 

interpret it, showing awareness of different interpretations • Make clear connections between Genesis 

1 and Christian belief about God as Creator • Show understanding of why many Christians find science 

and faith go together  • Identify key ideas arising from their study of Genesis 1 and comment on how 

far these are helpful or inspiring, justifying their responses • Weigh up how far the Genesis 1 creation 

narrative is in conflict, or is complementary, with a scientific account, giving good reasons for their 

views. 

Why do people believe in God and some people not? 

Define the terms ‘theist’, ‘atheist’ and ‘agnostic’ and give examples of statements that reflect these 

beliefs • Identify and explain what religious and non-religious people believe about God, saying where 

they get their ideas from • Give examples of reasons why people do or do not believe in God • Make 

clear connections between what people believe about God and the impact of this belief on how they live 

• Give evidence and examples to show how Christians sometimes disagree about what God is like (e.g. 

some differences in interpreting Genesis)  • Reflect on and articulate some ways in which believing in 

God is valuable in the lives of believers, and ways it can be challenging • Consider and weigh up different 

views on theism, agnosticism and atheism, expressing insights of their own about why people believe in 

God or not • Make connections between belief and behaviour in their own lives, in the light of their 

learning. 
 
 

As linguists we will explore the French language through:  
• Recapping numbers to 69, classroom instructions and objects (colours, size and school bag), 

• Maths in French (+-=), 

• Mes passions - likes and dislikes - hobbies (infinitive with opinion verbs) - what I do for 

sports/activities/free time, 

• Talking about school, classroom, objects, subjects, 

o My Week (time and daily routine) - give opinions - introduce prepositions 

o My Day (daily routine in 1st person)  

• Time - recap days/months - write date/birthday/age, 

• St. Nicholas & French Christmas traditions. 

Please see French progression map for further guidance. 

 

As experts in technology we will explore: 
• Our coding skills by accomplishing a goal; simulating a physical system; creating a game 

with a score and timer and using buttons to showcase work. Children will use skills of 

repetition, variables, outputs and debugging (5.1 – see also coding breakdown), 

• Online safety (SMART rules) and present learning in a comic strip (5.2), 

• Revisit Spreadsheets (split topic with Spring term 3.3). 

As historians we will:  
Complete a local history study (a study over time tracing how several 

aspects of national history are reflected in the locality): 

• Victorians – how did life change in our locality in Victorian 

times? 

• What was it like for children living in Victorian times?  
 

As geographers we will: 
• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping (Google 

Earth) to locate the countries of Africa, 

• Use 4 figure grid references to read maps, 

• Make connections between the Equator and the tropics and 

Africa, 

• Identify largest urban areas in Africa and the deserts/plains etc.  

• Compare 2 different regions in Africa, rural/urban, 

• Confidently use maps, globes and Google Earth, 

• Use atlases/maps to describe and locate places using 4 figure grid 

reference, 

• Study maps and pictures of Victorian Birmingham. Compare and 

contrast photos and maps from today, 

• Discuss land use and draw conclusions about the reasons for this 

based on the human inhabitants and changing needs. 
 

As designers we will: 
• Focus on structures by designing, making and evaluating free 

standing towers (STEM pg 29) 

(Children will start with newspaper and progress to straws – 

focusing on structure, rigidity, shape and joins), 

• Investigate triangular foundations to help secure the 

structure, 

• Consider how each of the frameworks could be reinforced and 

strengthened. 
  

As artists we will focus on:  
Textiles and prints inspired by William Morris. 

• We will design and produce our own., 

• Pupils will select and develop ideas confidently; select own 

images and improve the quality of images in their sketch 

books. 
 

As musicians we will: 
Explore music and musical inventions in the Victorian period (Music 

Box, Player Piano, Street Piano and Penny-in-the-Slot, Music Hall), 

• Explore Victorian street cries, popular in Victorian markets of 

the time as sellers advertised their wares, 

• Sing/perform a number of different Victorian street cries,  

• Compose their own street cry, exploring melodic shape and 

pitch, 

• Take part in a class Music Hall performance of “The French 

Can Can Polka”. 

Whole class ocarina teaching to support the music curriculum 

and to increase musicianship skills. 

PE (Please see PE skills sheets for further guidance): 
• Invasion Team Games: formation; attacking/defending; 

passing/receiving; controlling, (application to hockey, rugby, 

football, netball, basketball), 

• Dance: stimuli of Victorian classroom, 

• Gymnastics: exploring sequences in pairs including 

counterbalance. 

As scientists we will: 
Work scientifically 

Pupils will be taught to use the following practical scientific 

methods, processes and skills within the topics: 

• Plan different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, 

including recognising and controlling variables where necessary 

• Take measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with 

increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat readings when 

appropriate 

• Record data and results of increasing complexity using 

scientific diagrams and labels and tables  
 

Evolution and inheritance: (Dog trust visit) 

• Recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils 

provide information about living things that inhabited the Earth 

millions of years ago, 

• Recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, 

but normally offspring vary and are not identical to their parents, 

• Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their 

environment in different ways and that adaptation may lead to 

evolution. 
 

Living things and their habitats 

• Describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an 

amphibian, an insect and a bird, 

• Describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and 

animals. 

• Pupils work scientifically by observing and comparing the life 

cycles of plants and animals in their local environment with 

other plants and animals around the world (in the rainforest, in 

the oceans, in desert areas and in prehistoric times), asking 

questions and suggesting reasons for similarities and 

differences. 

• Look at the achievements of Naturalists and animal 

behaviourists, for example, David Attenborough and Jane 

Goodall. 
STEM investigation: (flower dissection) 

 

Develop our English skills through the stimuli of:  
• Street Child to write letters, diaries, descriptions, 

• Queen Victoria to write a Biography, 

• Our Victorian knowledge to write a non-chronological report, 

• Our trip to Blists Hill/Wightwick to write a recount. 

Please see skills and knowledge in year group assessment sheets for 

further information. 

 

Develop our Maths skills through key foci of: 
• Place Value (apply to Victorian chronology and census), 

• Formal methods for addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division, 

• Fractions, decimals and percentages, 

• Problem-solving and reasoning skills, 

• Exploring shape and measure through DT topic and Art 

(reflection/rotation/translation). 

Please see skills and knowledge in year group assessment sheets for 

further information. 



 


