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…we really care and 

make learning fun. 

Early Year Foundation Stage Policy 2020 

Introduction 

At Stottesdon Primary, the term ‘Early Years’ refers to children in the Foundation Stage and applies to 

children who enter our Nursery until the end of their Reception Year in Teme Class. Stottesdon Primary 

acknowledges that when children join our Early Years classes (Nursery or Reception) they bring with them a 

wide range of experiences, skills and interests from which to build upon. Our partnerships with our  parents and 

carers are therefore vital, to ensure that children continue to make progress in their development and learning. 

Care and education are complimentary and inseparable. 

  

Structure of the Early Years Classes 

The Eary Years Phase (Nursery and Reception) is based together at the lower end of the school, with Key Stage 

One. Both rooms have a joining door to support transitions, joint activities and access to the new outdoor area.  
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Nursery Room 

Children can join once 

turned two years old  

Nursery Manager:  

Mrs. Zoe Baker 

  

Teaching Assistants: 

Mrs. Sara Clulee 

Miss. Rebecca Home  

Mrs. Nancy Fierek  

Mrs. Lydia Keen 

Capacity up to 20 

children aged two – 

three years old  

 

Reception Room 

Children enter Reception 

the September they turn 

five years old 

Early Years Teachers: 

Mrs. Rainbird-Hitchins  

Miss. Oakley  

  

Teaching Assistant:  

Mrs. Martin HLTA 

Ms. McNamara  

Mrs. Carter 

Capacity up to 15 

children  

 

 

Our Aims 

As outlined in the EYFS: ‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them 

to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and 

age five have a major impact on their future life chances.’ 

 

We adhere to the Statutory Framework of the EYFS and the four guiding principles that shape practice within 

Early Years settings. 

• Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-

assured 

• Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships 

• Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their 

individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners, parent and carers 

• Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates 

 

Principles into Practice 

As part of our practice we: 

• Provide a balanced curriculum, based on the EYFS, across the seven areas of learning, using play as the 

vehicle for learning to build upon on what our children already know and can do.  

• Promote equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice. We provide early intervention for 

those children who require additional support 

• Work in partnership with parents and within the wider context 

• Plan challenging learning experiences, based on the individual child, informed by observation and 

assessment 



 
 

• Provide opportunities for children to engage in activities that are adult-initiated and child-initiated, 

supported by the adult 

• Provide a secure and safe learning environment indoors and out 

• All staff are involved in planning a wide range of exciting activities that promote our core values ( living 

together; humility; compassion; responsibility; hope; justice; courage; an awe for creation; forgiveness; thanks; 

respect; honesty and truth) where the outcome is a cohort of happy, independent, confident and 

determined learners who are able to communicate well and have the ability to think critically and share 

their thoughts and ideas.  

Our Foundation Stage Curriculum  

We plan an exciting and challenging curriculum based on our observation of children’s needs, interests and 

stages of development across the seven areas of learning to enable the children to achieve and exceed the 

early learning goals. 

All the seven areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. There are 17 Early Learning 

Goals across the currculum.  

The three prime areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning and 

for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. 

 

Communication and Language (3) -Listening and Attention, Understanding, Speaking 

This area of learning provides opportunities for children to develop new vocabulary and the skills needed to talk 

confidently in a wide range of situations.  It helps children respond to their peers and adults in an environment 

where speaking and listening are highly valued skills. It allows them to communicate and respond in a variety of 

contexts and places value on them expressing their own thoughts and ideas and taking into account the 

thoughts and ideas of others.  It also gives opportunities for all children to explore, enjoy, learn about and use 

words and text in a broad range of contexts, including through stories, role play and drama. 

Physical Development (2) -Moving and Handling, Health And Self-Care 

This area of learning offers opportunities for children to develop and practise the control they have over their 

own bodies. It allows for them to further develop the confidence and skill in large gross motor movements such 

as running, jumping, climbing, swinging, hanging etc. Developing and promoting their spatial awareness and 

coordination, whilst at the same time encouraging the fine motor skills that they will need to develop 

holistically. Encouraging the finer movements which involve the ability to control the use of one-handed tools 

and equipment e.g. digging tools, paint brushes, mark-making and writing tools. This area of learning is also vital 

in supporting a developing understanding of how their bodies work and what they need to be healthy and safe, 

(including knowing when they are hungry, cold, hot or thirsty, etc) and how they are able to best meet these 

needs. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (3) -Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness, Managing Feelings and Behaviour, 

Making Relationships 
This area of learning provides opportunities for children to develop positive attitudes about themselves and 

those around them. We want children to become valued members of the class and shape their own identity 

through an increasing awareness of their own needs and the needs of others. This area of learning helps 

children to develop positive dispositions to learning, to be cooperative and communicative. It helps to develop 

and show an understanding of what is right and wrong and begin to consider the reasons why and developing an 

understanding that there are always consequences to a particular behaviour, whether rewards or sanctions. It 

supports the development of social skills by providing opportunities that enable children to learn how to socially 

respond and work with one another. 

Children are also supported through the four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are 

strengthened and applied. Through these areas, we believe children can further develop their knowledge of the 

world around them and develop an understanding of all future learning that waits them. Here children will 

continue to become effective learners and develop the dispositions to learning through being curious, 

resourceful, persistent and courageous. 

 



 
 

Literacy (2) - Reading, Writing 

This area of learning supports the development of linking sounds to letters and understanding that from this we 

can read and write. Children will begin to recognise print in their environment and start to understand that this 

is one way of communicating with one another. It is vital that children understand that print carries meaning 

and that they are able to engage with this essential element of communication and the high importance it holds. 

We actively promote the importance of reading and writing which is done through stories, songs, poems, mark 

making in a writing in a variety of different context and for different purposes using a wide range of media.  

Throughout both classes there is a book corner and areas that promote active mark making and writing. Both 

Nursery and Reception classes have daily phonics inputs and follow on activities in the continuous provision to 

use to support their independent learning.  

 

Mathematics (2) - Numbers, Shape, Space and Measures  

This area of learning provides opportunities for children to develop their understanding of number, 

measurement, pattern, shape and space by providing a broad range of contexts in which they can explore, enjoy, 

learn, practise and talk about numbers and shapes. It encourages children to understand and respond to the 

symbols that represent numbers and what this means in real contexts. It supports children in understanding 

what an important role numbers and shapes play in our everyday lives and how they develop our own 

understanding and help us to solve problems. We teach Mathematics using the principles of  concrete – pictorial 

– abstract – in the cycle of learning.  

 

Understanding the World (3) - People and Communities, The World, Technology 

This area of learning provides opportunities for children to solve problems, question, make decisions, 

experiment, predict, and plan in a variety of contexts and to explore and find out about their environment. It 

helps to develop their senses and understanding of their physical world. This is further supported through 

visiting a local forest area and having the everyday experiences of the outdoor environment. By engaging with 

the world around us children learn more about people and communities and the world in which they live. Children 

will also explore the impact of Information and communication technology on their everyday lives. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design (2) - Exploring and Using Media And Materials, Being Imaginative 

This area of learning offers opportunities for children to explore and share their thoughts, ideas and feelings 

through a variety of art, design and technology, music, movement, dance, imaginative and role-play activities. 

They are presented with the opportunities to experiment with different media, resources and a range of 

activities which will inspire and stimulate their creativity and motivation to move their learning forward. 

Characteristics of Effective Learning  

We ensure that our environment and delivery of the curriculum incorporates the three characteristics of 

effective teaching and learning: 

Playing and Exploring- children will have opportunities to investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. 

‘Children’s play reflects their wide ranging and varied interests and preoccupations. In their play children learn 

at their highest level. Play with peers is important for children’s development.’ Through play, our children 

explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of the world. They practise and build up 

ideas, learn how to control themselves and understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think 

creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate 

and solve problems. 

Active Learning - children will have time and space to concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter 

difficulties, and enjoy their achievements. ‘Children learn best through physical and mental challenges. Active 

learning involves other people, objects, ideas and events that engage and involve children for sustained periods. 

Active learning occurs when children are motivated and interested. Children need some independence and 

control over their learning. As children develop their confidence, they learn to make decisions. It provides 

children with a sense of satisfaction as they take ownership of their learning.  



 
 

Creating and Thinking Critically - we encourage and support children to have and develop their own ideas, make 

links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. When children have opportunities to play with 

ideas in different situations and with a variety of resources, they discover connections and come to new and 

better understandings and ways of doing things. Adult support in this process enhances their ability to think 

critically and ask questions. Children should be given the opportunity to be creative through all areas of 

learning. Adults can support children’s thinking and help them make connections by showing interest, offering 

encouragement, clarifying ideas and asking open ended questions. Children can access resources and move 

around the classroom freely and purposefully to extend their learning. 

As part of the  Nursery/Reception Classes, we follow a two year rolling programme, with a theme for each term 

- these include: Ourselves, Weather, People Who Help us, Farming, Minibeasts, Homes, Once upon a time, 

Transport, Being Healthy, Animals, Plants and Holiday/Journeys,  which we feel will inspire the children's 

curiosity, understanding and development. Where appropriate, these themes run through and help to shape the 

depth and range of rich, meaningful first-hand experiences in which allows for many 'I wonder' moments as the 

children engage in many real life opportunities within an immersive environment leaving all in awe. Additionally, 

we provide opportunity through continuous provision enhancements to engage them in their learning through 

their own interests. We aim to develop and foster positive attitudes towards learning, confidence, 

communication and physical development.  All seven main areas of learning are incorporated into the outdoor 

curriculum and planning is cross curricular across all areas. Throughout the EYFS curriculum we are always 

incorporating children’s skills and development under the characteristics of effective learning by providing 

opportunities to support playing and exploring, active learning and creating and thinking critically.    

 

Facilitating Learning 

During the Early Years we facilitate learning through a timetable that integrates: 

- Whole group rich, active teacher led learning experiences.  

- Linked learning that includes child led play which adults facilitate and orchestrate.  In enabling learning, we 

reflect on the different ways that children learn and implement these in our practice. 

- Continuous provision which includes child led play where adults develop key skills and facilitate and scaffold 

learning.  

 

In Nursery there are two, 10 minute carpet sessions for both morning and afternoon sessions, which 

include Phase One phonics, communication and language activities e.g. nursery rhymes or Talk for writing and 

activities based around mathematics. In Reception, there are 4 daily whole class teaching carpet sessions that 

include phonics, mathematics and talk for writing as well as weekly ICT, Music, RE, Science and PE x 2 sessions 

 

Each classes daily timetable  are as follows: 

Nursery Timetable 
Reception Timetable 

*timetable evolves through the year 
9:00am Registration / Early Morning Activities 8:45am Registration / Early Morning Activities 
9:10am Maths Input 9 – 9:30am Phonic Input 

9:15am -

10am 

Continuous Provision with Maths linked 

learning opportunities; 

Key Person observations 

9:30am 
linked learning opportunities with staff 

facilitating as appropriate/maths input* 

10am Rolling Snack Bar Open 9:50-10:20am Maths Input/maths activities* 
10:20am Break 10:25am Break 
10:45am Phase One Phonics for Nursery 2 Children 10:45- 11am Assembly 

11:00 

Continuous Provision with Literacy linked 

learning opportunities; 

Key Person observations 

11-11:30am Talk for Writing 

11:20am Nursery Rhyme on the Week / Story 11:30-12:00 Continuous Provision incl maths activities 

11:30am 
Lunch – start with outdoor area:  11.50 dining 

hall: end with outdoor area 
12:00 noon Lunch 



 
 

12:30pm 

Registration 

Circle Time PSE / CLL Input  

Talk for Writing Input 

1:00pm 

Afternoons are a mixture of whole group, adult led 

and continuous provision as deemed appropriate by 

the class teacher.  E.g PE, ICT, RE, Science, Music 

12.50pm 

Continuous Provision with EAD / UW / PHY 

linked learning opportunities; 

Key Person observations 

2-2:20pm Mile Run – Break 

1.45pm Mile Run – Break 2:20pm- 3pm Continuous Provision 

2pm 

Continuous Provision with EAD / UW / PHY 

linked learning opportunities; 

Key Person observations 

3pm Story time -Recapping our day 

2.45pm Nursery Rhyme on the Week / Story 
3:15pm Home Time 

3:00pm Home Time 

 

Role of the adult  

Activities are designed to engage children in practical, first-hand experiences which will support children to 

discover, explore, investigate, develop their personal interests and areas of curiosity, and help to make sense of 

the world around them. Adult 'modelling' is combined with sustained periods of shared thinking. Open-ended 

questions help to improve development in all areas.  

 

Whilst children are involved in self-chosen activities during continuous provision, they move freely between 

indoor and outdoor areas using the resources which best meet their needs on a daily basis all the year round.  

 

Each child is allocated a Key Person. The children’s Key Person are actively involved with children in their play 

and activities where appropriate by:  

• Talking with children in a variety of ways (conversing, discussing, questioning, modelling and 

commentating); 

• Question, respond to questions and engage the child in extended conversations that support sustained 

shared thinking. 

•  Extend vocabulary, knowledge and skills  

• Encourage independence and help children to identify ‘great learner skills’  

• Add resources that stimulate, inspire and engage the learner  

• Demonstrate / model and work alongside  

•  Help children to see links in their learning   

• Support, encourage and challenge  

• Encourage children to be problem solvers, problem setters and investigators  

•  Re-direct the play if necessary  

• Help children to learn how to negotiate and resolve conflict  

•  Promote children’s well-being  

• Observe and assess learning  

•  Record judgments and plan for next steps in learning  

• Provide feedback to child/other adult/parents  

• Ensure the environment is safe and secure 

 

Enabling Environments 

We recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending the children’s development. Our 

Nursery and Reception classrooms are organised to allow children to explore and learn fluidly, securely and 

safely. Both classrooms and outdoor area have discrete learning areas, where children are able to find and 

locate equipment and resources independently. Across these areas, children are encouraged to use equipment 

fluidly, for example, taking reading books into the writing area to encourage copying of writing, or taking a 

construction toy into the role play area, or the writing area to write a label.  We actively encourage children to 

use writing, maths and reading resources in all learning areas.  The exception to this is craft materials such as 

paint and glue for practical reasons.  

  



 
 

 Our current areas are:  

- Phonics/Reading area 

- Mark-making and Writing area 

- Role Play 

- Small World 

- Construction Area 

- Creative Arts 

- Maths Area  

- Technology  

 

There is a new outdoor area, specifically designed for the Early Years and Key Stage One children to use in all 

weathers. Outdoor play is essential to develop children intellectually, emotionally, socially and physically. It 

provides a rich context for the development of their language and encourages positive attitudes towards a 

healthy lifestyle. The provision and planning for outdoor play, just as indoor play, reflects the developing 

interests of the children. To ensure balance and breadth of provision, adults have clear goals for children’s 

learning, and are responsive to children’s enthusiasm and their interests. Being outdoors offers the children 

opportunities for doing things in different ways and on different scales than when indoors. They are able to 

explore, use their senses, develop their language skills and be physically active.  

 

 Planning Observation and Assessment 

The EYFS framework and Child Development Matters provide a long term plan to follow by ensuring that all 

Early Learning Goals are covered throughout the academic year.  

 

When children join our early Years setting we: 

• Support transition and settling in to a new setting  

• Observe  

• Assess (using our own baseline assessment activities) 

• Discuss their progress and development to date with parents or previous care providers and where 

possible refer to tracking sheets passed on to us.   

All of the above help us to create a baseline assessment that informs future planning. 

 

Throughout the year, we adopt a case study approach to planning, learning and assessment.  Regular assessment 

of child development matters and characteristics of effective learning (taking into account children’s stages of 

development, interests and learning needs) form the basis of this approach.  Weekly planning of challenging, 

achievable activities and experiences which extend children’s learning towards their next steps  (informed by 

the above assessment) is completed by the class teacher for use by all early years staff.  Planning is displayed 

in classrooms for all staff to access and annotate assessment.  Observations and work are recorded on post it 

notes, directly into books and onto our online learning journals, whichever is most appropriate.  Assessment is 

tracked on Otrack child development matters grids, and these are used to inform planning in this regular cycle, 

in which all staff are involved.    The aim, over the academic year, is to create a full picture of each individual 

child against the Development Matters guidance and the final Early Learning Goals, and to facilitate planning 

for a broad, exciting balanced curriculum for all children.  We moderate internally and externally with EYFS 

colleagues locally and across the county. 

 

Two-Year-Old Progress Check 

When a child is aged between two and three, we review their progress, and provide parents with a short written 

summary of their child’s development in the prime areas:  

• Communication and language  

• Physical development  

• Personal, social and emotional development 

This progress check identifies the child’s strengths, and any areas where the child’s progress is less than 

expected. If there are significant emerging concerns, or an identified special educational need or disability, the 



 
 

Early Years SENCO is available for support and guidance. Parents are supported with next steps to support 

their child’s development at home as well as at Nursery.  

 

Valuing our work 

Children’s learning and their engagement in the learning process is valued perceptibly and openly by all staff.  

Children are encouraged to take pride in their work and their learning.  While they are learning early number, 

letter formation and early writing skills, they write directly into their books.  Additionally every child has their 

own display board, where work is displayed and valued.  Children are encouraged to create their own labels for 

these boards.  Parents/carers are encouraged in a variety of opportunities to share in their child’s learning 

journeys (tapestry; workshop mornings; parent/pupil/teacher consultations). 

 

Parents as Partners and the Wider Context 

We strive to create and maintain partnership with parents and carers as we recognise that together, we can 

have a significant impact on children’s learning. We value parents as their child’s first educators and as active 

partners in the continuing process of education and seek to involve them in children’s learning journeys through: 

• Talking to parents/carers before their child starts school at our induction meeting. 

•  Outlining the school’s expectations in the Home-School agreement. 

• Holding a parent consultation early in the academic year to establish how a child is settling into the 

school environment. 

•  Operating an open door policy for parents/carers with any queries or concerns. Conversely, if 

Foundation staff have concerns about the progress of a child, they will immediately approach parents 

and carers to discuss them. 

• Written contact through the Reading record and weekly school newsletters.  

• Sending home ‘WOW’ slips designed to enable parents to record outstanding achievements. 

• Inviting parents to attend informal meetings about areas of the curriculum, such as phonics, reading, 

writing, mathematics.  

•  Having regular access to their children’s online ‘Learning Journey’ (Nursery) ‘Class Dojo’ (Reception) and 

valuing the on-going contributions that they make to them. 

• Parents are invited to a range of activities throughout the school year such as assemblies, workshops, 

Christmas Nativity play and sports day etc.  

• Offering opportunities for parents and carers to visit the school on a volunteer basis to assist with the 

children’s learning e.g. hearing readers. 

 

Mid year, in Reception, we provide a brief report that gives a snapshot of their child’s progress.  Following this, 

in the final term of Reception, we provide parents/ carers with a report based on the child’s progress in the 

profile. Parents/ carers are then given the opportunity to discuss these judgements with the Reception 

teachers. 

  

Transition 

At Stottesdon Primary School, we recognise that starting nursery, school and moving up classes has the 

potential to be a stressful time for both children and parents. We therefore plan this time carefully to support 

children with the transition and to ensure it is as smooth as possible for each child and that they settle in to 

their new class quickly and happily. If the child is already attending pre-school, he/she will be very familiar with 

the staff and setting and we envisage a very seamless transition.  

 

Before children join our nursery, the Nusery manager holds a meeting to provide parents with key information, 

school expectations, knowledge on our curriculum and assessment and advice on how they can help their child. 

We encourage children to attended this meeting with their parents, as it normally held in the nursery 

classroom, during the nursery day. This gives children the security of meeting with their new teachers  and 

environment with their parents close by and gives parents time to ask questions and share knowledge or any 

concerns they have about their child.  The nursery manager will discuss through the child’s ‘All about Me’ form.  

 



 
 

Over the course of a year, Nursery and Reception children join weekly together for story, Science and play 

based activities.  

In addition our school has a transition and expectations guidance document which staff have created to elicit 

the key skills that children need to demonstrate at different stages of their development from Nursery to Y1. 

 

• A Nursery parent workshop is held to introduce families to pre-writing activities with resourceful packs 

provided. 

• Parents are invited to a Reception introduction meeting, during which they are invited to look around 

their child’s learning environment and to ask questions, as well as receive information on the curriculum 

and daily routines. 

• In the Summer before starting Reception, children have the opportunity to spend 2 half days and 1 full 

day in their new classroom, with their new teachers and class peers.  

• During the Autumn term they are also supported with a workshop which explains our expectations and 

approach to letters and sounds, handwriting, reading and number development. 

 

Safety 

Children’s safety is paramount. We create a safe and secure environment and provide a curriculum which 

teaches children how to be safe, make independent choices and assess risks. We have stringent policies, 

procedures and documents to ensure children’s safety (e.g Health and Safety, Risk Assessment, Educational 

Visits Guidance, Behaviour, Esafety). 

We promote the good health of children in our care in numerous ways, including the provision of fruit at break 

time and high profile of healthy eating, as well as water stop time after lunch and access to water throughout 

the day. We also follow set procedures if children become ill/ have an accident (See Health and Safety Policy).   

 

Supervision/Appraisal 

Supervision is a regular, planned, accountable two-way process which should offer support and develop the 

knowledge, skills and values of an individual, group or team. Its purpose is to monitor the progress of 

professional practice and to help staff to improve the quality of the work they do, thus improving outcomes for 

children as well as achieving agreed objectives. Supervision also provides an opportunity to discuss sensitive 

issues including the safeguarding of children and any concerns raised about an individual or colleague’s practice. 

The EYFS teacher and Nursery Manager (Mrs. Rainbird-Hitchins and Mrs Baker) meet regularly with members 

of the team to address this requirement. 

 

Inclusion 

We value all of our children as individuals, irrespective of their ethnicity, culture, religion, home background, 

ability or gender. We believe our creative and topic based curriculum helps children meet learning opportunities 

within a happy, secure and interesting environment through practical activity, enquiry and purposeful play, with 

consolidation through practice, talk and reflection. 

 

 

Signed: 

Dated: January 2020 

Date of next Review: January 2021 
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